Bone morphogenetic proteins (BMPs): therapeutic potential in healing bony defects.
The bone morphogenetic proteins (BMPs) belong to a family of proteins that also includes the transforming growth factors beta (TGF-beta) and the inhibins. The BMPs can induce new bone formation in ectopic sites and therefore have enormous potential in bone repair. Studies of fracture-repair models involving BMP-2 suggest that this factor will be useful in healing bony defects in humans. Basic research on the BMPs predict a variety of activities on morphogenesis in systems other than cartilage and bone.